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      for 1 & 2 cylinder veteran cars and bikes made 
prior to 1919 
Departs Old GPO  St.Georges Terr. Perth 10am 
Friday 16 March 2012. Arrives Royal Automobile 
Club, 89 Macquarie St Sydney 12 noon Wednesday 
4 April 2012 
 
The 2012 Centenary 
Expedition “Across Australia” 
is to honour and celebrate the 
historic and heroic 1912 first 
crossing of Australia by an 
automobile - a 1910 Brush The 
Expedition is run under the 
authority of the Veteran Car 
Club of Australia -NSW 
1912 FIRST CROSSING OF AUSTRALIA  -  In 
1912, the Canada Cycle and Motor Co. invited 
Francis Birtles to navigate for their  mechanic, Syd 
Ferguson in a 1910 Brush, on an attempt to make the 
first  West to East crossing of Australia in a motor 
car. 

 
 
1912– Frank,  
 
 
Rex and Syd & 
the 1910 
Brush –“in the 
mulga” 

Sydney Morning Herald 15th April 1912  “It was a 
quaint sight as the little runabout motor-car began to 
climb Taverner’s Hill – the Brush carried the well-
known overlander, Francis Birtles, and the driver 
Sydney R Ferguson, between the two weather beaten 
occupants was a terrier dog – Rex …… The drive 
was a wonderful testimony to the efficiency of the 
motor of to-day “– 2,600 miles in 28 days driving 
from dawn to dusk mainly on camel tracks 
 
Expedition Director Bob Lamond  
    0409 712 101  02 6373 2265 
veteransacrossaustralia2012@bigpond.com 
�

2012 EXPEDITION - It is two years to the Start 
and we have an amazing response from veteran 
enthusiasts - 66 expressions of interest – 20 veteran 
motorcycles and 46 veteran automobiles – either 1 
or 2 cylinders - all around 100 years young. 5 from 
UK – 3 from NZ, 2 from USA, – 1 each from Spain, 
The Netherlands, Belgium and 53 from all over 
Australia. We are now have 35 Entries including 5 
from the UK.          
 
This will be an awesome experience – driving/riding 
their 100 years young Veteran 
automobile/motorcycle for 18 days – 4,100km with 
2 rest days – 20 days “Across Australia” –Perth, 
York, Southern Cross, Kalgoorlie, Norseman, 
Balladonia, Cocklebiddy, Eucla, Nullarbor, Ceduna, 
Kimba, Peterborough, Brolen Hill, Wilcania, Cobar, 
Dubbo, Bathurst, Penrith, Sydney. 
      
 It will also be a once in a lifetime experience for 
each Aussie who sees the 2012 Expedition at the 
Start at Perth, en route across Australia and at the 
Finish at the RACA Sydney – makes of automobiles 
& motorcycles whose historic names are long 
forgotten – Brush, Minerva, Peerless, BSA, Cadillac, 
Metallurgique, Sizaire Naudin, Darracq, Dodson 
Valveless, Maxwell, Triumph, Clement Bayard, 
Humberette, Rover, Premier, Harley Davidson, 
Decauville, De Dion, Delage, Thomas, Indian, 
Napier, Renault, Sunbeam, Maple, Precision, Buick. 
 
Our Entrants will be collecting 
donations for The McGrath 
Foundation - each driver/rider will be 
wearing a 
McGrath 
Foundation 
Safety Jacket. 

The 2012 
Centenary 
Expedition 
“Across 
Australia” is 
to honour and 
celebrate the 
historic and 

heroic 1912 first crossing of Australia and 
accordingly we are not seeking commercial 
sponsors. 
We are honoured to have the assistance of the VCC 
of Western Australia at the Start and of the RAC of 
Australia at the Finish 
Photos of entries are on the VCCA website 
together with the route and historic information 
and photos of the 1912 Expedition  
www.vccansw.org/2012/vcca_2012.htm 


